
   

 

Weoley Castle Nursery School—Core Books for 2-3s 

Autumn Term One 

Pat a Cake—Families  

Understanding how other families live, diver-

sity and things we do as families, simple il-

lustrations and vocabulary. Providing lots of 

opportunity for labelling of names, colours, 

objects. 

 

Nursery rhymes and songs: 

Family finger song. 

 

 

Goat Goes to Playgroup 

—Julia Donaldson 

Children settling into nursery, things we do at 

nursery, routine, rhythm of the day. Providing 

lots of opportunity for labelling of names, ani-

mal names, colours, objects. Introduction to 

rhyme. 

Nursery rhymes and songs: 

This is the way we wash our hands, put on 

our coats etc (to the tune of here we go 

‘round the mulberry bush.) 

 

 

Maisie Goes to Bed—Lucy Cousins 

Simple vocabulary, interactive and engaging, 

providing lots of opportunity for labelling of 

objects, familiar home routines to discuss. 

 

Nursery rhymes and songs: 

Shake your sillies out  

 

 

 

Preschool 



   

 

Weoley Castle Nursery School—Core Books for 2-3s 

Autumn Term Two 

Peppa’s Diwali  

Introduction to Diwali, understanding how 

families celebrate Diwali and events that 

take place, simple and engaging illustrations 

and new vocabulary, cultures. 

 

Nursery rhymes and songs: 

Twinkle Twinkle Little Star 

 

 

Brown Bear Brown Bear—Bill Martin Jr 

Colour and meaning to objects, animal 

names and vocabulary and labels, descrip-

tive language, rhythm and rhyme, repetition, 

memory skills.  

 

Nursery rhymes and songs: 

I can sing a rainbow. 

 

 

Autumn— Ailie Busby 

Observing weather change, seasons, differ-

ences in environments indoor and out, au-

tumn colours, new vocabulary and opportuni-

ties for labelling and conversations. 

 

Nursery rhymes and songs: 

All the leaves are falling down (London 

bridge is falling down) 

 

 

Preschool 



 

 

Weoley Castle Nursery School—Core Books for 2-3s 

Autumn Term Two 

Dear Santa 

Lift the flap book, exciting and engaging 

around Christmas celebrations and how fam-

ilies celebrate this special time. Simple vo-

cabulary, memory skills and maths opportu-

nities of size language, big and small, col-

ours, object labels, shape vocabulary. 

 

Nursery rhymes and songs: 

Twinkle Twinkle Little Star 

 

 

Preschool 



   

 

Weoley Castle Nursery School—Core Books for 2-3s 

Spring Term One 

Maisy’s Chinese New Year —  

Lucy Cousins 

Learning about Chinese New Year, events 

that take place and how families celebrate 

this special time. 

 

Nursery rhymes and songs: 

Dancing to Chinese music. 

 

 

Spot’s Snowy Day—Eric Hill 

Weather, seasons, what happens with snow. 

Lots of opportunity to label and have conver-

sations about similarities and differences. 

Simple vocabulary and illustrations. 

 

Nursery rhymes and songs: 

I can sing a rainbow. 

 

 

Polar Bear Polar Bear What Do You Hear? 

- Bill Martin Jnr 

Rhythm and rhyme, repetition of vocabulary, 

names of wild animals, and the sounds they 

make, winter animals and exploration of sea-

sons.  

Nursery rhymes and songs: 

Animal dance. 

 

Preschool 



   

 

Weoley Castle Nursery School—Core Books for 2-3s 

Spring Term Two 

When Spring Comes—Kevin Henkes 

Observing change in weather and seasons, 

life cycles, new vocabulary and simple text 

and illustrations. 

 

Nursery rhymes and songs: 

Sleeping bunnies  

 

 

Oh Dear—Rod Campbell  

Interactive and engaging book. Simple illus-

trations, language and vocabulary of farm 

animals, repetitive language and animal 

sounds (phase one phonics) 

 

Nursery rhymes and songs: 

Old MacDonald had a farm 

 

 

Panda Bear Panda Bear What Do You 

See? - Bill Martin Jnr 

Rhythm and rhyme, repetition of vocabulary, 

names of wild animals, and the sounds they 

make, repetition and memory skills. 

Nursery rhymes and songs: 

If you’re happy and you know it—linked to 

the movement vocabulary in the book 

 

Preschool 



   

 

Weoley Castle Nursery School—Core Books for 2-3s 

Summer Term One 

An Eid for everyone  

Culture and diversity, how families celebrate 

Eid and the events that take place, simple 

and engaging illustrations. Labelling and new 

vocabulary. 

 

Nursery rhymes and songs: 

Twinkle Twinkle Little Star 

 

 

Dear Zoo —Rod Campbell  

Animals labelling, descriptive language, size 

and maths vocab, interactive, repeated re-

frains.  

Nursery rhymes and songs: 

Five little monkeys  

 

The Very Hungry Caterpillar 

Life cycle of a caterpillar, number, food  

vocabulary, sequencing, repeated refrains. 

 

Nursery rhymes and songs: 

Walking  through the jungle  

 

 

Preschool 



   

 

Weoley Castle Nursery School—Core Books for 2-3s 

Summer Term Two 

Duck in the Truck 

Rhythm and rhyme, animals, helping friends, 

lots of opportunity for discussions around 

solving problems and how and why. 

 

Nursery rhymes and songs: 

Five little ducks. 

 

 

The Tiger Who Came to Tea  

Imagination, awe and wonder, simple story, 

mealtimes, familiar and abstract, longer story 

to follow. 

 

Nursery rhymes and songs: 

Walking  through the jungle  

 

 

Fox’s Socks 

Introduction to number one and two, rhyme 

and rhythm. Simple language and illustra-

tions, simple rhymes.  

Nursery rhymes and songs: 

Rhymes  

 

Preschool 


